
Defending Alaska from Being Another Pearl Harbor 
 

“I believe that in the future, whoever holds 
Alaska will hold the world. I think it is the 
most important strategic place in the world.”  
General Billy Mitchell, 1935 Testimony to 
Congress 
 
Few American realize that Alaska was 
attacked and partially occupied by Japan in 
World War II.   
 
Few American understand that Alaska is 
one of the three most strategic places on the 
Earth. Alaska controls the Great Circle 
routes across the Pacific. Alaska is the 
bridge to America’s Pacific Rim allies. 
Alaska is a significant source of resources to America. An occupation of Alaska cannot be 
defended by or repelled using nuclear weapons. Alaska is America’s common border with Russia. 
Alaska faces, and is the only defense of America from Pacific navies. 
 
Joint Forces Command's Joint Operating Environment 2010 (JOE-2010) warning to all US 
military commands (Forward by General James N Mattis): 
 

"By 2012, surplus oil production capacity could entirely disappear, and as early as 2015, 
the shortfall in output could reach nearly 10 million barrels per day."  
 
"A severe energy crunch is inevitable without a massive expansion of production and 
refining capacity. While it is difficult to predict precisely what economic, political, and 
strategic effects such a shortfall might produce, it surely would reduce the prospects for 
growth in both the developing and developed worlds. Such an economic slowdown would 
exacerbate other unresolved tensions, push fragile and failing states further down the 
path toward collapse, and perhaps have serious economic impact on both China and 
India. At best, it would lead to periods of harsh economic adjustment. To what extent 
conservation measures, investments in alternative energy production, and efforts to 
expand petroleum production from tar sands and shale would mitigate such a period of 
adjustment is difficult to predict. One should not forget that the Great Depression 
spawned a number of totalitarian regimes that sought economic prosperity for their 
nations by ruthless conquest."  
 
"Energy production and distribution infrastructure must see significant new investment if 
energy demand is to be satisfied at a cost compatible with economic growth and 
prosperity."  
 
"The discovery rate for new petroleum and gas fields over the past two decades (with the 
possible exception of Brazil) provides little reason for optimism that future efforts will find 
major new fields."  

 
In the late 1970’s several Army officers stationed attempted to improve Alaska defenses. For a 
short time, the Army increased the defenses to a Division. If the Joint Forces Command is 
correct, a repeat of resource wars is possible; it is necessary to improve Alaska’s defenses. It is 
essential to have a winter warfare capability, the specific mission to defend Alaska and other units 
designated to reinforce Alaska relative to her strategic importance and invasion history. 
 
Bill James, 612.414.4211, bill.james@jpods.com 
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